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‘An attorney can spend five to 20 minutes with one person here 


and literally change a life.” 


Amy Petkovsek, Legal Aid lawyer who helps run the Lawyer in the Library program 


ALGERINA PERNA/BALTIMORE SUN 
Paralegal Kim Wilson helps a client at the weekly Lawyer in the Library program at the Enoch Pratt Free Library at Pennsylvania and 
North avenues, one of three branches where the program operates. Similar programs exist elsewhere in Maryland. 


Bringing legal help to 
those who can't reach it 


Md. Legal Aid uses break in timing to start Lawyer in Library program 


By YVONNE WENGER 
The Baltimore Sun 


Tyrone Burns was out of work and 
desperate when he saw the post on social 
media. 

Maryland Legal Aid was offering free 
legal help at the Pennsylvania Avenue 
branch of the Enoch Pratt Free Library. 


The nonprofit’s lawyers could help him 
clear his record of old criminal charges. 

It sounded too good to be true, but the 
35-year-old West Baltimore man took the 
chance. He had been working as a sports 
coordinator for a youth program until his 
employer ran a background check that 
revealed several criminal charges. The 
program let him go. 


At the Lawyer in the Library clinic, a 
Legal Aid attorney helped Burns scrub his 
record of six charges and three traffic 
tickets. Now he has anew job with a fitness 
program. 

“T was surprised there was a service like 
this for free” he said. “It changed my 
whole outlook on everything. I feel like it is 
See LAWYERS, page 7 


High-end ‘guntry club’ shoots for Owings Mills 


Ex-county cop wants to 
convert offices into shooting 
range and training facility 


By PAMELA Woop 
The Baltimore Sun 


Standing amid a sea of office cubicles in 
an Owings Mills office park, Rick Lands- 
man imagines something else: a 25-yard 
tactical shooting range where police offi- 
cers chase moving targets to hone their 


= 

own a corridor, conference rooms 
sald become a 360- degree video simula- 
tor for firearms training, classrooms and a 
lecture hall. Still other areas could house a 
VIP shooting range with a private lounge 
and personal gun vaults, a cafe, a retail gun 
shop and workout rooms. 

Landsman, a retired Baltimore County 
police officer, and business partner Brian 
Wolf, a current officer, recently filed a 
proposal for The Guntry Club of Mary- 
land, which they describe as a high-end 
shooting and firearms training facility. 


“Its not just all about guns,” said 
Landsman, who retired as a lieutenant 
after 36 years on the county force. “I want 
to make shooting and training enjoyable.” 

The partners expect to spend about $8 
million in renovations to turn the 84,000- 
square-foot, one-story office building on 
Red Run Boulevard — which used to house 
a credit card processing firm — into a 
facility with five shooting ranges and posh 
amenities. 

The proposal requires an adjustment in 
Baltimore County zoning — last week, 
See GUNTRY CLUB, page 6 
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More 
fallout 
in abuse 


CaSes 


Conyers quits House 
post; Trump voices 
support for Moore 


By TRACY WILKINSON 
Washington Bureau 


WASHINGTON — Sexual abuse allega- 
tions continued to roil U.S. politics Sunday, 
with Democratic Rep. John Conyers step- 
ping down from a powerful House post and 
President Donald Trump again voicing 
support for Republican Alabama Senate 
candidate Roy Moore. 

Conyers announced he was stepping 
down as ranking member of the House 
Judiciary Committee while he faces an 
ethics investigation into allegations he 
sexually harassed female staffers. 

The announcement came shortly after 
House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi re- 
peatedly called on the 
Michigan Democrat to 
“do the right thing” At 
the same time, she said he 
deserved due process. 

Conyers, 88, has de- 
nied the allegations. But 
he said the investigation 
and the allegations are a 
distraction to the “impor- 
tant” work of the com- 
mittee, which he noted 
handles civil rights cases and voters’ access 
to the ballot box. 

Pelosi, of California, defended Conyers as 
an “icon” who had “done a great deal to 
protect women” over the years. Asked if she 
believed his accusers, she said it was up to 
the ethics committee to determine that. 

“I believe he will do the right thing? she 
told NBC News’ “Meet the Press” before he 
announced his decision to give up his 
committee post. 

The news website BuzzFeed reported 
last week that Conyers’ office paid $27,000 
to settle a complaint from a woman in 2015 
who said she was fired after rejecting the 
congressman’s sexual advances. It reported 
additional accusations from other female 
staffers as well. 

Also Sunday, Trump reiterated support 
for former Alabama judge Moore, despite 
numerous allegations against him of sexual 
misconduct and harassment. 

“Can’t let Schumer-Pelosi win this race,” 
Trump tweeted Sunday morning from his 
See FALLOUT, page 4 
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HELPING NATURE: Govans Presybterian 
Church breaks ground on a $100,000 
stormwater runoff project — essentially an 
empty pond that will collect rain and 
pollution from the nearby parking lot and 
allow it to be treated naturally. NEWS PG 2 


WAYS TO GIVE: A coalition of young people 
is searching for 614,000 pledges of time, 
money or acts of kindness as part of a local 
#GivingTuesday campaign to secure one 
charitable action in honor of every Baltimore 
resident. NEWS PG 2 


SPORTS 


RAVENS VS. TEXANS: A “Monday Night 
Football” audience will get a glimpse tonight 
at the NFL’s worst passing offense statisti- 
cally. The Ravens are averaging just 165.2 
passing yards per game. Joe Flacco has been 
held to one touchdown pass or none in eight 
of 10 games. SPORTS PGS1,5 


TODAY’S WEATHER 


MOSTLY SUNNY 


56 34 $4 


Sunny and mild Tuesday SPORTS PG 10 
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A life filled with trees, volunteering 


By his count: 15,035 saplings 
planted, 300 pints of blood 
donated, unlimited giving 


By MARY CAROLE MCCAULEY 
The Baltimore Sun 


Ona Saturday morning in November when 
the temperature hit a near-record low of 23 
degrees, Gene DeSantis walked for more than 
three miles from the south side of Baltimore 
to Druid Hill Park just so he could plant two 
cherry trees. 

For more than four decades, the fiftysome- 
thing DeSantis has shown up at parks and 
other green spaces in the 
Baltimore area on most 
weekends that it’s warm 
enough to put a living 
thing into the ground. 
That’s merely one aspect 
of the exhaustive volun- 
teer regimen he keeps that 
ranges from donating 
blood to helping out at 
homeless shelters and at 
soup kitchens. 

DeSantis appears to have little material 
wealth and lives a decidedly unconventional 
life. In this era in which people use 
technology to connect almost instantly, he has 
no car or phone (neither a cell nor landline) 
and doesn’t use email. His private life is just 


Gene DeSantis 
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that — private; close associates who have 
known him for decades don’t know the basic 
facts of his life. 

But they know what matters, which is how 
hard DeSantis works on behalf of others. He 
rarely takes a day off, let alone a holiday; on 
Thursday, DeSantis will pick up an extra shift 
at Our Daily Bread, where he'll prepare 
Thanksgiving dinner for people in need of a 
hot meal. 
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KIM HAIRSTON/BALTIMORE SUN 
Gene DeSantis plants a tree as part of a kickoff event for floweringtrees.org, which aims to 
plant 39 miles of flowering trees in Baltimore neighborhoods. 


“I keep a busy schedule,” he says — and on 
that recent icy Saturday, his day was 
particularly packed. 

He’d promised to pick up some books for 
an elderly woman for whom he says he cooks, 
cleans and performs other chores. There 
were preparations to make for the weekly 
breakfast and bag lunch for homeless people 
at Riverside Baptist Church. Later, as usual, 
See VOLUNTEER, page 7 
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